Media Deconstruction Task: Analyzing Representations in Film/Television
ENG4C: Unit 3 - Media Studies

The media landscape has changed significantly over history - many groups who have been ignored or targeted by the media have now become included in more equitable representation. These changes in media representation reflect changing social norms. 

Task:
Identify a group that has been marginalized by the media historically. Then, analyze a current media text (FILM or TELEVISION SHOW EPISODE from within the last 5 years) to explain how that group is currently represented by the media. Your information may be presented in written form or a verbal presentation.

Examples of historically marginalized groups:
· Racial Communities
· First Nations People
· LGBTQ+ Community or other sexual and gender identities
· Religious Communities 
· People with varying abilities (mental/physical)
· Other

Process
Step 1: Select your group and select your media text. Fill in the highlighted portions below.

Chosen Demographic:_________________________________
Chosen Film/Television show: Family Guy
*If choosing a TV show, select a specific episode and include episode title/number

Step 2: While viewing your media text, take notes on the codes and conventions used to represent your demographic, using the graphic organizer provided.

Step 3: Analyze the way your demographic has been represented. Answer the questions in written (i.e. typed out in sentences/paragraphs) or verbal form (audio/video of you answering the questions verbally in full sentences).

Due Dates
Work Periods - November 27, 30, December 1, 
Due Date- December 4
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As you watch the film/show, answer the following questions. You may answer in point-form.
	A) ANALYZING REPRESENTATION:

	1. How many characters in the show are members of the group/demographic you have chosen? 



	2. Are the characters of that demographic main characters in the storyline or are they limited to minor/supporting roles?



	3. How does the film/show maintain certain stereotypes about this group? Explain/provide specific examples. 



	4. How does the film/show challenge typical stereotypes of this group?  Explain/provide examples.



	B) FILM CODES & CONVENTIONS: List several codes and conventions used to communicate and/or challenge stereotypes below. Add rows if needed.

	Code/Convention
	Example/Explanation

	
	


	
	


	
	


	

	

	
	


	C) REFLECTING ON THE EPISODE:

	6. Provide a brief PLOT SUMMARY of the episode:





	7. What is the THEME of the episode/film (i.e. message/moral)? Does the film/show engage with any social/political topics related to the marginalized group and their experiences? How is the theme expressed to the audience?
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You may choose to answer the question below in written form (must be typed out in full sentences/paragraphs), or in verbal form (video or audio clip of you saying your answers aloud in full sentences). Use the organizer below to plan/organize your ideas. Use the notes from Step 2 to select you examples and plan your answer.

Overall, do you think the film/TV show represents the chosen demographic fairly/accurately/positively or stereotypically/negatively? 


	Main argument:




	Supporting point #1 (with example and explanation):




	Supporting point #2 (with example and explanation):




	Supporting point #3 (with example and explanation):




	Conclusion:
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Rubric/Marking Scheme

	Thinking
In my Step 2 (viewing chart), did I:
· Deconstruct my chosen media text through answering all questions accurately and in detail?
In my Step 3 (planning chart), did I:
· Effectively plan my final answer using the organizer provided?
1	2	3	4	5	6	7	8	9	10


	Communication
In my final answer (written paragraph or verbal presentation), did I:
· Express a clear opinion?
· Organize my ideas effectively?
· Effectively use writing/speaking conventions to communicate my ideas clearly (i.e. mechanics/speaking skills)?
1	2	3	4	5	6	7	8	9	10


	Application
In my viewing chart and final answer, have I:
· Applied codes and conventions to my chosen media text accurately and insightfully?
· Use specific examples from the media to support my analysis
1	2	3	4	5	6	7	8	9	10



Level 4 (8-10): Excellent (meets/exceeds all expectations very clearly and thoughtfully)
Level 3 (7-7.9): Good (meets most expectations, with minor areas for improvement)
Level 2 (6-6.9): Satisfactory (meets some expectations, several areas for improvement)
Level 1 (5-5.9): Needs Improvement (meets few expectations, much improvement required)
Remediation (0-4.9): Does not meet required expectations


Total:    /30 marks 
Comments:
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